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What is Jargon? 

Definition 

 The language, esp. the vocabulary, peculiar to a particular trade, profession, or 

group: medical jargon. 

 Unintelligible or meaningless talk or writing; gibberish. 

 Specialized language concerned with a particular subject, culture, or profession 

 The terminology or idiom of a particular activity or group 

 

Jargon is the collective name for words that only make sense to certain people. 

Examples 

“Dow Jones Industrial Average” 

This phrase will be understandable by people who trade on the stock 

market 

“H2O” 

Most people understand this to mean “water” but it is science Jargon  

“Integer” 

To a mathematician (someone who uses numbers every day), this means 

“a number” 



UK Workplace Culture Jargon 

Ancillary Trades 

See: Associated Trades 

Arable 

Describes farming and farm land that is used for, or is suitable for, growing crops 

Associated Trades 

Companies who offer their services and goods to bigger, related companies 

Council tax 

Tax paid to the local council 

Gross 

Before tax deductions 

Gross Domestic Product 

The total amount of money made by buying and selling products within a country 

Gross Pay 

Total pay before tax 

GDP 

See: Gross Domestic Product 

Haulage 

Transport of stock or goods by Lorries 

Income Tax 

Tax paid on money earned 

Inflation 

Increase in price of goods and services 



Job Market 

The supply of people in a particular country or area who are able and willing to work. 

National Insurance contributions 

A small amount of your pay (usually 11%) is taken and paid to the government to fund 

things like the NHS 

PAYE 

Pay As You Earn – a taxation system, where all of the calculations are done for you 

Pension 

Money put aside, while you are working, for when you retire 

Private Sector 

Privately funded businesses set up to gain profit from the sale of goods and services. 

For instance Boots is a private sector company. 

Public Sector 

Companies and organisations that work for the benefit of the public and are publicly 

funded, usually through direct taxation. I.E the NHS, the Civil Service and the 

Government 

Redundancy 

See: Redundant 

Redundant 

When an employer brings you job to an end 

Sole Trader 

A person who runs a company entirely by themselves, they are the company. An 

example would be a market trader 

Structure 

(of the UK Economy) anything composed of parts arranged in some way; an 

organisation. In this case, the manufacturers and suppliers of good and services 



TAX Code 

A code that is assigned to you when you start working, this enables your employer to 

calculate how much tax you have to pay 

Third sector 

Also known as the voluntary or charitable sector; usually organisations that are set up 

with the purpose of not making a profit, while giving services for free. ARKH is an 

example of a third sector organisation. 
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